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many presents. Your lordship should order good care taken with
respect to them.
I have written to your lordship in order that His Majesty's monies
and those belonging to private persons may all be removed to safety,
for the enemy's fleet is much stronger than the defence of any settle-
ment on the coast.
I have sent warning to Havana and have a reply from the
governor there, who tells me that he has advised New Spain of the
fall of Santo Domingo in order that the fleet may not sail, for the
enemy says he will wait for it. Captain Francis captured the vessel
which brought this letter from the governor. He took it in this har-
bour, but all the crew escaped. The messenger who is the bearer of
this despatch was on board. He is willing to take the great risk of
carrying this letter to your lordship. He goes by Nicolau PinoPs
barque, which carries the first advice.
In the fighting at Cartagena the following were killed: Juan
Rodriguez, merchant; Palencia, burgher; and Pedro Hernandez, a
nephew of the dean; Zamora, barber; and Juan Cosme de las Alas,
ensign under Captain Alonso Bravo; and three or four of the soldiers
who came from Tolu and Mompox. There were many wounded.
Captain Bravo and Robleda, the merchant, and Alonso Serrano
and Francisco Bollaiios of Mompox, are prisoners. The enemy lost
heavily in men killed by poisoned stakes as well as by artillery- and
harquebus-fire. Some 200 of his soldiers were killed, although they
denied that more than 30 died. These they have buried and hidden
with great secrecy, according to this Italian, (p. 4) who is a prisoner,
and according to the boat-loads of dead our sentries saw pass next
day.
This Italian also says that the enemy has some men sick in Carta-
gena, but those who go there to treat of the ransom have not seen
them.
If credence is to be given to this Italian, the night the enemy
landed men at Cartagena he sent ashore 1000 in the first party and
500 afterwards as reinforcements, who were to approach in pinnaces
from the sea; and another 1000 were to attack at Boqueron, the
commander remaining on board alone with the yonkers. However,
these statements are not credible. The deposition made by the
prisoner taken at Santa Marta should be preferred. He was present
at the attack on Cartgena.
The news of the loss of Santo Domingo was sent to Spain within
four days after the event, but the enemy took the vessel. Two other
advice-boats cleared from Cuba on January 20.